
The Effeminate 
 

In the sin list of 1 Corinthians 6 the word “effeminate” is used. 

We want to do a word study to see exactly what someone who 

commits the sin of being “effeminate” actually does. 

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 

mankind,” 1 Corinthians 6:9 KJV 

Many modern translations translate it as a “male prostitute” or 

a passive homosexual. The Darby bible translates it this way. 

“Do ye not know that unrighteous persons shall 

not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not err: 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor those who make women of themselves, nor 

who abuse themselves with men,” 

1 Corinthians 6:9 Darby 

Modern Bibles translate the KJV “abusers of themselves with 

mankind” as homosexual. 

“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,”  

1 Corinthians 6:9 NASB 

So the word Effeminate is not just homosexuality but a 

broader term. The Greek word for “effeminate” is “malakos” 

and is defined in Strong’s (G3120) as “Of uncertain affinity; 



soft, that is, fine (clothing); figuratively a catamite: - 

effeminate, soft..” 

To fully understand how this word was used in ancient times 

we turn to the ancient church fathers. 

Clement of Alexandria identifies some of the things and 

indicate a male is effeminate. They are the wearing of 

perfume, and “flower-colored” clothes. He further defines that 

a medical ointment is not what he is referring to (Instructor 

2.8-10). They style their hair and wear jewelry like women 

and may be bi-sexual, “addicted to both kinds of venery,” 

shave, cut, wax, or dye their body hair, and they may “paint” 

themselves with makeup. They wear gold necklaces, ankle 

bracelets, and women’s clothing (Instructor 3.1-6). He uses 

Sardanapalus, king of the Assyrians, as epitome effeminacy. 

Saedanapalus was widely known for dressing in women’s 

clothes, wearing makeup, being so weak he was called more 

effeminate that women, and he had male and female 

concubines (Instructor 3.7-11). 

“What reason is there in the law’s prohibiting a 

man from wearing woman’s clothing? Is it not 

that it would have us to be manly, and not to be 

effeminate neither in person and actions, nor in 

thought and word?” Clement of Alexandria, 

Stromata 2:16-19 

Gender confusion that allows for sex conversion is a type of 

effeminacy according to Lactanitus and others. 

“The mother of the gods herself, while she lived 

in Phrygia after the banishment and death of her 

husband, though a widow, and aged, was 

enamored of a beautiful youth; and because he 

was not faithful, she mutilated, and rendered him 



effeminate.” Lactantius Divine Institutes, epitome 
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George Blair’s New Testament: An Idiomatic Translation 

translated the last two verse as “transvestites and practicing 

homosexuals.” 

 


